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Each year during the weeks of
Advent, | ponder again the remarkable
story of Mary and Joseph, who were
willing to be used by God when itwasn’t
easy. They stepped into scary, unknown
territory while holding on to their faith.
Would I have done the same?

Perhaps | relate more closely with
Mary as | remember what it was like to
be a young teenager. Being engaged and
married at age 12 or 13 in that culture,
was not only common but acceptable.
Mary’s family had probably taken her to
the synagogue from an early age so that
she had learned to know and trust God.

In class, she had learned about a
child to be born who would save her
people, and establish a new kingdom on
earth. Her prayers must have been that
she might see that exciting day. But
being the age she was, and
remembering my own middle school
self, she must have wanted to fit in,
spend time with friends, and didn’t
want to be different.

Blessings and peace to you
for a wonderful and blessed Christmas!

Mary also had a special relationship
with Joseph that the families were
negotiating for their union. If all worked
out, this special engagement would only
last 1-2 years before the wedding, taking
as long as needed to raise the dowry.

As most teenage girls, not only did
she dream about her “intended
beloved”, but I'm sure, she thought
about the children that would come after
the wedding. All the plans were coming
together nicely, Mary thought, until the
Angel Gabriel showed up. (Luke 1: 26-
56)

“ME??? Become pregnant?? I'm a
virgin... Joseph and | are just
engaged...the Holy Spirit is involved?
Holy child called the Son of God??? Oh
my!! Gabriel looked Mary square in the
eye and said, “Nothing will be
impossible for God.” Really??? Really!!!

Mary’s response each Advent still
sends chills down my spine: “Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Would | have
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said the same words with the similar
peace and acceptance as Mary? | hope
so, but I'm not sure.

During the next nine months, Mary
had plenty of time to reflect, question
her faith, and grow in the strength of
purpose and call. God knew she would
need those months to visit her cousin
Elizabeth and hear her amazing faith
story. Mary’s life was not the only one
being placed into this complex puzzle.
God’s plan was so much bigger than her
part, so intricate and vast. It always is,
my friends!

But... how would she tell her
parents she was pregnant? Oh—and
how would she tell Joseph? Would he
still have her??? And what would her
friends at school think about her, and
the rabbi and elders at the church?
Hard to tell what the town folk would
think and do—would they be angry
enough to stone her?

And while with Elizabeth for three
months, Mary began to grasp the
broader meaning of bearing God’s Son,
the Messiah. He will come to right the
wrongs, to fill the hungry with good
things, to show mercy on lIsrael while
bringing the powerful down. Oh my---
this is the promise made from the time
of Abraham and it's really going to
happen--- through me!! “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in my Savior...”

And then there’s Joseph. (Matthew
1: 18-25) Oh, he loves Mary so much
and just before they were going to move
in together after the engagement (the
cultural and accepted thing to do), she
told Joseph about the baby. His
beloved, pregnant??? Why? How?
Who? Oh my!! Not willing to have her
put to death, Joseph planned to break
the engagement quietly, although he
had every right to expose her to the
synagogue, share his embarrassment
and her betrayal.

But one night an angel comes to
Joseph in a dream. “Do not be afraid...
Your beloved Mary is to be your wife.

The child in her is from God and he
will save his people from their sins.
When he’s born, call him Jesus —
Emmanuel—God with us, just as the
prophet spoke hundreds of years
before.

And when he woke up, Joseph
remembered and trusted his dream!
I'm not so sure | could do such an
amazing thing, especially when it
meant stepping out of the accepted
norm and trusting God in this very
unconventional way. Do you act
according to your dreams? | don’t
usually. I mean | reflect on them, write
some of them down, but to do what
seems impossible??

But Joseph, this remarkable and
strong man, did as the angel
commanded. His faith was rooted in
God; so when he was asked to do what
was hard, he trusted God to do the
impossible. And God blessed Mary and
Joseph with a Son on Christmas night
as they stayed in the stable under the
blinding Star. Shepherds and Magi
kings came to worship in those
amazing days. Emmanuel had come to
earth and will become the blessing that
so many of us need and have prayed
for. All because God used humble and
imperfect, but trusting people.

I ask myself anew each Advent---
Would | have responded as Mary or
Joseph did?? Is my faith rooted deep
enough to go against the cultural
norms, the expectations of family and
church, to live in a way that is closer to
God than to my natural human
nature?? Oh how I pray that it would
be so! Each Advent, | thank God for
still being active in choosing common,
faithful folk in order to do miracles of
faith even today. | long to be chosen
when the time is right; and then | pray
to do the right thing! These stories
remind us that God in Jesus Christ is
still at work in the world, calling you
and | to trust that “nothing is
impossible in God.”

Are you open?? Am | willing? With
Jesus within us, may we always say —
YES!! Here | am, your humble servant.
Use me, O God, use me!
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